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SUBJECT: DIPLOMATIC NOTE ON SHRIMP FISHING BOUNDARIES 

REF: STATE 187393 

FOLLOWING IS EMBASSY'S INFORMAL TRANSLATION OF FONMIN'S 
DIPLOMATIC NOTE NO. DF/DCS/DPB/DAM-II/DE-I/DNU/80/245(B46)(B13): 

BEGIN TEXT: 

THE MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL RELATIONS PRESENTS 
ITS COMPLIMENTS TO THE EMBASSY OF THE UNITED STATES OF 
AMERICA AND HAS THE HONOR TO ACKNOWLEDGE RECEIPT OF NOTE 
NO. 329 OF JULY 26, 1978, WHICH STATES THAT THE UNITED STATES 
GOVERNMENT HAS REQUESTED THAT THE FLEET OWNERS AND OPERATORS 
OF AMERICAN-FLAG FISHING VESSELS OPERATING IN THE DEPARTMENT 
OF GUIANA'S TERRITORIAL WATERS RESPECT THE MARITIME BOUNDARIES 
NORTH OF BRAZIL AND REQUESTS CLARIFICATION ON THE DEFINITION 
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OF THIS DIVIDING LINE. 

IN RESPONSE, ITAMARATY THANKS THE EMBASSY OF THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA FOR THE ABOVE-MENTIONED 
INFORMATION, WHICH IT HAS DULY NOTED. 

CONCERNING THE FRONTIER BETWEEN BRAZIL AND THE 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


DEPARTMENT OF GUIANA, THE MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL RELATIONS 
STATES THAT THE TALWEG OF THE RIVER OIAPOQUE IS THE 
DIVIDING LINE BETWEEN THE TWO PARTS. THE NORTHERN 
MARITIME BOUNDARY OF BRAZIL IS , THEREFORE, DETERMINED 
BY THE APPLICATION OF INTERNATIONALLY ACCEPTED CRITERIA, 
BEGINNING AT THE INTERSECTION POINT OF THE TALWEG OF 
THE BAY OF OIAPOQUE WITH THE BASE LINE WHICH DEFINES 
THE GENERAL DIRECTION OF THE COAST. ITAMARATY NOTES 
THAT THIS AREA IS NOW BEING DELINEATED WITH THE 
GOVERNMENT OF FRANCE, IN ORDER TO ESTABLISH THE 
BOUNDARIES BETWEEN BRAZIL AND THE DEPARTMENT OF GUIANA. 

CONCERNING THE RECENT SEIZURE OF UNITED STATES 
FISHING VESSELS IN THE AREA, THE MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL 
RELATIONS REITERATES THAT THEY WERE UNQUESTIONABLY IN 
BRAZILIAN TERRITORIAL WATERS. END TEXT. 
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